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SCHOOL  REPORT. 


The  School  Committee,  according  to  requirement, 
present  the  following  Annual  Report. 

During  the  past  year  the  schools  have  enjoyed  more 
than  usual  prosperity.  We  would  not,  however,  give 
the  impression  that  all  has  been  accomplished  that 
could  be  desired,  or  that  the  schools  are  as  good  as 
they  should  be,  but  the  tendency  is  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. It  is  the  aim  of  the  Committee  to  use  the  means 
placed  at  their  disposal  so  as  to  produce  the  best  possi- 
ble results,  and  the  teachers  generally  have  been  ready 
to  co-operate  with  us  in  this  endeavor.  We  think  we 
have  noticed  during  the  year  a  growing  interest  also 
on  the  part  of  the  public.  But  this  interest  is  too 
often  manifested  only  when  some  supposed  defect  or 
mistake  has  been  discovered,  which,  however  slight,  is 
caught  up  by  the  breath  of  rumor  and  exaggerated  to 
most  wonderful  proportions.  We  would  suggest  that 
it  might  be  an  agreeable  change  if  some  times  the 
really  excellent  features  in  our  schools  should  be  no- 
ticed and  commended.  It  would  do  much  to  encourage 
and  strengthen  the  teachers  in  their  arduous  work. 

The  truant  laws  recommended  in  our  last  report,  and 
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afterwards  adopted  by  the  town,  have  had  a  salutary 
influence,  and  the  attendance  of  a  certain  class  of 
scholars  has  been  much  more  regular  than  formerly. 
Some  of  the  schools  suffered  from  the  prevalence  of 
measles  and  whooping  cough,  but  the  interruption  was 
brief,  and  produced  no  serious  effect.  Only  one  school 
has  experienced  a  change  of  teachers.  Thus  the  usual 
annoyances  with  which  the  schools  have  had  to  contend 
have  been  in  a  measure  reduced  during  the  past  year. 

As  required  by  law,  Drawing  has  been  introduced 
into  all  the  schools,  with  encouraging  results. 

The  examinations  at  the  close  of  the  year  were  very 
satisfactory,  some  of  them  reflecting  great  credit  upon 
the  teachers.  One  noticeable  feature  was  the  almost 
uniform  excellence  in  Arithmetic,  particularly  in  Men- 
tal Arithmetic.  Still  more  noticeable  was  the  great 
improvement  in  reading  in  all  the  schools.  W e  shall 
divide  the  credit  for  this  improvement  between  Mon- 
roe's excellent  Readers,  introduced  a  year  and  a  half 
ago,  and  the  teachers,  who  have  bestowed  much  labor 
and  care  upon  this  part  of  their  work. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

No  grade  of  school  is  of  more  importance  than  the 
Primary.  Here  the  child  begins  his  long  course  of 
school  training,  and  forms  habits  and  tastes  which  wilf 
cling  to  him  with  more  or  less  tenacity  through  his 
whole  student  life.  It  is  here  the  foundation  is  laid, 
upon  the  quality  of  which  depends  the  value  of  the 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


5 


structure  to  be  afterwards  reared.  The  responsibilities 
of  the  teacher  are  great ;  her  qualifications  should  be 
of  the  highest  order ;  and  her  services,  when  faithfully 
rendered,  should  be  valued  as  beyond  price.  We  are 
happy  to  say  that  our  Primary  schools  will  not  suffer 
by  the  application  of  this  high  standard.  It  is  always 
a  pleasure  to  visit  them.  The  bright,  happy  faces  of 
the  children  are  a  sufficient  indication  of  the  bond 
of  sympathy  between  them  and  their  teachers,  and  of 
the  tact  and  skill  with  which  the  labors  of  the  school- 
room are  made  a  delight. 

In  the  First  Primary,  under  Miss  Charlotte  F.  Mott, 
a  large  and  very  interesting  class  made  an  exceedingly 
creditable  appearance  at  the  examination.  The  reading 
was  worthy  of  special  commendation.  The  monotonous 
style  so  common  to  young  readers  was  carefully  guarded 
against,  and  the  children  all  read  with  a  natural  tone 
and  expression,  which  was  an  evidence  of  patient  train- 
ing. The  other  recitations  were  all  very  satisfactory. 
A  dialogue,  representing  an  interview  between  the 
Boston  boys  of  a  century  ago  and  General  Gage,  was 
rendered  in  a  way  which  showed  that  the  centennial 
spirit  has  taken  possession  of  even  our  youngest 
scholars.  This  school  is  very  fortunate  in  retaining  a 
teacher  who  ranks  so  high  in  her  profession. 

In  the  Pine  Street  Primary,  Miss  Abbie  M.  Mott  has 
earned  an  excellent  reputation  as  an  instructor.  The 
examination  showed  that  the  scholars  had  made  re- 
markable proficiency.    The  recitation  in  Arithmetic,  by 
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her  first  class,  was  a  marvel  of  readiness  and  accuracy. 
"We  never  saw  anything  like  it,"  was  the  remark  of 
many  who  were  present.  The  spelling  was  equally 
good.  The  longest  words  in  their  reading  book,  with 
four  and  five  syllables,  were  spelled  without  a  single 
failure,  and  but  little  hesitation.  Both  these  schools 
have  taken  great  interest  in  Drawing,  and  have  made 
good  progress. 

Sometimes  a  child  has  come  to  school  without  know- 
ing the  alphabet.  We  would  suggest  to  parents  that 
if  this  could  be  attended  to  at  home  it  would  save  much 
valuable  time  in  the  school-room,  and  perhaps  also  a 
suspicion  of  their  own  inability  to  teach  it.  We  cannot 
require  it,  but  we  certainly  advise  it. 

INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOLS. 

The  First  Intermediate  has  continued  under  the 
management  of  Miss  Emma  F.  Adams,  who  has  main- 
tained her  reputation  as  a  conscientious,  painstaking 
instructor.  The  examination  was  creditable  to  the 
teacher  and  pupils.  An  unusually  large  class  after- 
wards passed  a  written  examination  for  promotion  to 
the  Grammar  School,  and  all  but  four  gained  the  re- 
quired per  cent.,  and  these  so  nearly  gained  it  that  they 
may  be  allowed  to  go  with  the  rest  of  the  class  upon 
certain  conditions.  The  large  and  interesting  class  now 
ready  to  come  from  the  First  Primary  will  make  this 
school  for  the  coming  year  one  of  the  most  promising 
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in  town.  We  shall  look  for  excellent  results  at  the 
next  examination. 

The  Pine  Street  Intermediate  remains  under  the 
excellent  management  of  Mrs.  Mary  K.  Larkin.  Two 
classes  in  this  school  have  advanced  beyond  the  Inter- 
mediate grade,  the  first  class  being  now  ready  to  enter 
the  Grammar  School  two  years  in  advance.  The  sec- 
ond advanced  class  and  the  one  which  has  just  com- 
pleted the  Intermediate  course  will  both  remain  through 
the  coming  year.  A  noticeable  feature  in  this  school 
is  the  excellence  in  Mental  Arithmetic.  We  consider 
this  of  great  importance  as  a  means  for  training  the 
mind  and  teaching  a  scholar  to  think  for  himself.  The 
Drawing  in  this  school  is  deserving  of  mention,  as  being 
the  best  in  town,  the  personal  interest  and  efforts  of  the 
teacher  awakening  corresponding  interest  and  endeavor 
on  the  part  of  the  pupils. 

During  the  Spring  Term  the  school  met  with  a  great 
loss  in  the  death  of  Georgie  Moulton,  a  very  promising 
lad  of  about  twelve  years. 

MIXED  SCHOOLS. 

The  Essex  Street  School  has  remained  in  charge  of 
Miss  M.  E.  Heyborn.  The  school  is  small  but  com- 
posed of  excellent  material.  The  teacher  is  devoted  to 
her  work  and  ambitious  to  excel  in  her  vocation.  The 
school  is  making  good  progress  under  her  administra- 
tion. 
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The  Farms  School  shows  excellent  results  of  the 
year's  work,  as  might  be  expected  under  the  faithful 
tuition  of  Miss  Sarah  Palmer.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  winter  term  the  teacher  was  compelled  by  ill  health 
to  ask  for  a  brief  respite  from  labor,  and  Miss  Mary  E. 
Seger  was  appointed  substitute  in  her  place.  The 
school  continued  under  her  management  during  the 
whole  term.  The  exercises  of  the  closing  day  estab- 
lished her  reputation  as  a  laborious  and  successful 
teacher.  The  school  has  been  larger  than  usual  the 
past  year,  and  sends  quite  a  large  class  to  the  Grammar 
School.  Miss  Palmer  is  expected  soon  to  be  able  to 
resume  her  work  in  this  school. 

Beach  School.  Next  to  the  Grammar  this  is  the 
largest  school  in  town.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Fall 
term,  it  was  placed  in  charge  of  Miss  Kate  Commerford, 
a  teacher  of  long  experience.  She  at  once  gained  the 
love  of  the  scholars,  and  with  wonderful  tact  made  the 
school  a  delight  to  the  children,  instead  of  a  place  of  irk- 
some restraint.  The  attendance  at  this  school  has  for- 
merly been  the  most  irregular  in  town,  but  the  almost 
entire  absence  of  tardy  and  absent  marks  from  the  regis- 
ter, shows  what  may  be  accomplished  in  this  direction, 
when  the  scholars  really  love  their  school.  The  meth- 
ods of  teaching  introduced  were  admirably  adapted  to 
awaken  interest  and  fix  the  attention ;  study  became"a 
delight  and  recitation  almost  a  pastime.  We  have 
never  seen  greater  enthusiasm  in  school,  than  was  ex- 
hibited here  by  every  class.    It  is  almost  needless  to 
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say  that  the  scholars,  from  oldest  to  youngest,  have 
made  wonderful  progress.  We  believe  one  great  secret 
of  success  in  this  school  is  the  fact  that  the  teacher  re- 
gards her  work  as  something  more  than  an  occupation. 
Behind  the  bright  face  and  sparkling  eye  she  recog- 
nizes a  human  soul,  with  a  destiny  to  be  moulded  by 
her  training.  Feeling  this  responsibility  she  has  en- 
deavored to  awaken  ambition,  and  to  cultivate  in  the 
minds  of  the  scholars  a  desire  to  fit  themselves  for  a 
noble  and  a  useful  life.  We  are  glad  to  know  that  the 
parents  are  taking  such  a  deep  interest  in  this  school, 
and  are  ready  to  help  the  teacher  in  every  possible  way. 
Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  children,  who  treated  us  at 
the  close  of  school  to  such  a  bouutiful  and  excellent 
supper,  which,  with  some  parental  help,  they  had  pre- 
pared. 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

The  Principal,  Mr.  S.  W.  Clarke,  has  labored  dil- 
igently for  the  mental  advancement  of  his  pupils.  He 
has  had  many  years  of  experience  in  this  work,  and 
seems  perfectly  familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  school- 
room. A  marked  feature  in  his  methods  of  teaching  is 
thoroughness.  The  scholars  are  made  to  think  for 
themselves,  aud  to  understand  principles.  The  exami- 
nation furnished  gratifying  evidence  of  substantial  pro- 
gress.   In  Arithmetic,  especially,  the  recitations  were 

worthy  of  commendation  ;  the  scholars  were  ready  for 
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any  question,  and  ready  to  give  a  reason  for  their  meth- 
ods of  operation. 

Miss  E.  J.  Hadley,  Assistant,  has  had  fewer  schol- 
ars than  usual  in  her  department,  but  still  as  many 
as  any  teacher  ought  to  have.  The  school  has  always 
appeared  in  excellent  condition.  Particular  attention 
has  been  given  to  excellence  in  reading,  and  with  good 
results.  The  careful  drill  in  this  exercise  has  devel- 
oped some  reading  talent  of  a  high  order.  The  exer- 
cises of  examination  were  very  satisfactory. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

A  law  of  the  State  requires  the  maintenance  of  a 
High  School,  in  towns  containing  five  hundred  families. 
By  the  last  census  returns,  it  appears  that  this  town  has 
more  than  that  number  of  families,  and  is  therefore  re- 
quired by  law  to  establish  a  school  of  this  grade. 
There  is  also  at  the  present  time  an  actual  demand  for 
such  a  school.  We  have  a  class  of  from  twenty-five  to 
thirty,  who  have  completed  the  Grammar  School  course, 
and  still  desire  to  continue  their  studies.  Their  request 
is  certainly  entitled  to  consideration. 

We  know  of  no  objection  to  a  High  School,  except 
the  cost  of  its  support ;  and  this  objection,  in  a  town 
like  ours,  should  not  be  allowed  to  outweigh  the  posi- 
tive advantages  to  be  derived  from  it.  The  benefit  will 
by  no  means  be  monopolized  by  those  who  attend  the 
school,  but  will  be  shared  by  the  schools  of  lower 
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grade,  especially  the  Grammar  School,  which  now 
lacks  the  incentive  of  a  prospect  for  promotion  to  a 
higher  grade.  We  believe  a  High  School  can  be  sup- 
ported for  two  or  three  years  at  least,  with  a  compara- 
tively slight  addition  to  our  present  appropriations. 
We  therefore  commend  this  subject  to  the  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  town,  with  the  hope  that  the  funds 
necessary  for  the  purpose  may  not  be  withheld. 

DRAWING. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  1870,  Drawing  is  in- 
cluded among  the  branches  of  learning  required  to  be 
taught  in  our  public  schools.  The  Secretary  of  the 
State  Board  of  Education,  in  a  circular  calling  our  at- 
tention to  this  fact,  says,  The  first  section  of  the  act 
requires  that  instruction  in  Drawing  be  given  to  chil- 
dren in  all  the  public  schools,  whether  in  towns  or 
cities,  without  regard  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  and 
it  is  desirable  that  this  section  of  the  law  should  be 
complied  with  in  every  school  in  the  State.  Elemen- 
tary instruction  in  Drawing  prepares  in  a  very  impor- 
tant manner  for  skill  in  mechanical  and  industrial  arts, 
and  is  a  part  of  education  which  a  manufacturing  com- 
munity may  well  deem  of  the  first  consequence,  and 
cannot  well  afford  to  ignore." 

In  obedience  to  this  requirement,  drawing  was  last 
summer  introduced  into  all  our  public  schools,  and 
Miss  Clara  M.  Colcord,  who  had  been  thoroughly 
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qualified  for  the  position,  at  the  State  Normal  Art 
School,  was.;  appointed  instructor.  Most  of  the  schol- 
ars have  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  work,  and  have 
made  good  progress.  We  regret  to  find  on  the  part  of 
many,  a  decided  objection  to  the  longer  continuance  of 
this  branch  of  education  in  our  schools.  This  objection 
appears  to  be  based  upon  the  supposition  that  it  has 
been  introduced  in  the  place  of  writing ;  that  it  re- 
quires much  time,  which  ought  to  be  devoted  to  more 
important  matters,  and  involves  a  large  outlay  of  money, 
for  which  no  important  benefit  is  derived.  As  this  ob- 
jection arises  from  a  total  misconception  of  the  object 
of  drawing  and  of  the  method  of  teaching  it,  we  will 
try  to  explain  ;  and  first  we  would  say  that  Drawing 
has  not  superseded  writing  or  any  other  study,  but  the 
same  amount  of  time  has  been  given  to  it  as  before  ; 
moreover  we  have  arranged  to  bestow  hereafter,  even 
greater  care  than  ever,  upon  this  important  branch  of 
education.  The  time  devoted  to  drawing  is  a  mere 
trifle,  only  an  hour,  or  an  hour  and  a  half,  a  week  in 
each  school,  and  the  cost  would  be  considered  slight 
indeed,  if  the  advantages  to  be  derived  were  properly 
understood. 

The  object  of  instruction  in  drawing  is  not  to  acquire 
skill  for  making  a  picture,  "  drawing  cats,"  as  it  has 
been  contemptuously  styled.  The  kind  of  drawing 
taught  is  "  Industrial  Drawing,"  and  is  closely  connected 
with  almost  every  important  industry  in  the  country. 
It  gives  a  training  to  the  eye  and  the  hand  which  is  of 
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immense  value  in  every  mechanical  pursuit.  A  leading 
newspaper  has  said,  "  If  Massachusetts  is  to  retain  her 
relative  position  it  will  be  solely  by  the  superior  train- 
ing and  skill  of  her  mechanics,  growing  out  of  the 
superior  opportunities  given  them  by  her  technical  and 
drawing  schools."  Every  mechanic  knows  that  skill  for 
drawing  plans  or  designs,  and  ability  to  work  from 
drawings  made  by  others,  have  an  important  money 
value.  There  is  hardly  a  branch  of  mechanical  industry 
that  does  not  call  for  more  or  less  of  designing,  for  the 
purpose  of  ornamentation.  All  our  carpets,  wall  pa- 
pers, prints,  embroidery  patterns,  laces,  furniture,  books, 
indeed,  every  thing  that  has  any  ornament  is  the  pro- 
duct of  just  that  skill  which  these  lessons  in  drawing 
are  intended  to  give.  Good  designers  command  high 
wages,  and  have  constant  employment,  but  good  de- 
signers are  rare  in  this  country,  most  of  them  comic g 
from  countries  in  Europe  where  industrial  drawing  has 
been  taught  in  the  schools  for  half  a  century.  It  is 
objected  by  some  that  their  children  have  no  taste  for 
drawing,  and  that  all  effort  bestowed  upon  it  is  a  waste 
of  time.  It  is  true  that  all  may  not  do  equally  well  in 
drawing  any  more  than  in  writing  or  reading,  but  ex- 
perience has  proved  that  the  same  attention  required 
for  success  in  any  other  branch  taught  in  our  schools  is 
all  that  is  needing  for  proficiency  in  industrial  drawing. 
We  hope  the  importance  of  this  instruction  may  be  so 
appreciated  that  our  children  may  not  be  deprived  of 
the  opportunity  which  the  law  intended  to  furnish. 


14 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


TRUANT  LAWS. 

The  following  By-Laws  concerning  Truancy  were 
adopted  at  the  last  annual  Town  Meeting  : 

Sect.  1.  Any  child  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fifteen  years, 
who  shall  absent  himself  from  the  public  school  to  which  he  may  be 
assigned,  three  half  days  within  the  period  of  four  weeks,  without 
sufficient  excuse  from  his  parent  or  guardian,  and  any  such  child, 
who  shall  so  absent  himself  five  half  days  during  any  one  term  of 
school,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  an  habitual  truant. 

Sect.  2.  Any  child  convicted  under  the  preceding  by-law,  and 
any  child  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fifteen  years,  who  may  be 
found  wandering  about  in  the  streets  or  public  places  of  the  town, 
having  no  lawful  occupation  or  business,  not  attending  school,  and 
growing  up  in  ignorance,  shall,  with  the  assent  of  the  Board  of  State 
Charities,  be  committed  to  the  State  Primary  School  at  Monson,  or 
to  such  other  suitable  place  for  the  confinement,  discipline  and  instruc- 
tion of  such  children,  as  the  town  may  hereafter  provide,  there  to  re- 
main until  upon  satisfactory  proof  of  amendment,  or  for  other  suffi- 
cient cause  he  may  be  discharged,  provided  his  confinement  shall  not 
exceed  two  years. 

Sect.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  truant  officer,  before 
making  any  complaint  for  offences  under  these  by-laws,  to  notify  the 
child  and  his  parent  or  guardian  of  the  offence  committed  and  of  the 
penalty  therefor,  and  if  the  truant  officer  can  obtain  satisfactory 
pledges  for  the  restraint  and  reformation  of  the  child,  he  may,  in  his 
discretion,  forbear  to  prosecute,  so  long  as  such  pledges  are  faithfully 
observed  and  kept. 

Sect.  4.  These  by-laws  shall  take  effect  upon  their  approval,  as 
required  by  law. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hadley  and  Mr.  A.  F.  Nesbett  wete 
appointed  Truant  Officers,  and  performed  very  accept- 
able service,  supplying  a  want  that  has  long  been  felt 
in  our  schools. 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


15 


NEW  SCHOOL-HOUSE. 

The  necessities  of  the  Beach  School  imperatively  de- 
mand better  accommodations.  The  house  is  too  small 
for  the  present  number  of  scholars,  and  we  must  expect 
an  increase  from  year  to  year,  making  it  necessary  to 
divide  the  school  into  two  grades,  Primary  and  Inter- 
mediate. A  petition  for  a  new  house,  suited  to  the 
wants  of  the  school,  was  signed  by  nearly  every  voter 
in  the  district.  It  has  been  suggested  by  some  that  the 
necessities  of  the  school  could  be  provided  for  much 
cheaper  by  raising  the  present  house  and  building  a 
new  story  under  it,  with  an  addition  on  the  front  to 
make  room  for  stairs  to  the  upper  story.  After  careful 
consideration,  we  do  not  feel  prepared  to  recommend 
this  plan,  feeling  confident  that  the  objections  to  it  will 
more  than  counterbalance  the  small  saving  in  expense. 
The  building,  so  remodelled,  would  never  be  satisfac- 
tory, and  we  deem  it  unwise  to  expend  any  large 
amount  upon  school-houses  without  securing  those  ad- 
vantages which  the  most  approved  plan  will  provide. 
We  therefore  hope  the  town  will  make  an  appropria- 
tion for  a  new  house. 

CONCLUSION. 

We  hardly  need  to  remind  the  public  that  our  educa- 
tional interests  are  among  the  most  important  that  can 
engage  our  attention.  The  schools  deserve,  and  will  be 
benefited  by,  expressions  of  interest  and  sympathy  by 
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the  community  in  general,  and  those  to  whom  the  man- 
agement of  the  schools  is  intrusted  desire  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  all  who  have  any  interest  in  our  educa- 
tional welfare.  This  is  an  era  of  retrenchment,  and 
while  we  would  advise  a  rigid  economy  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  school  as  well  as  other  affairs,  we  insist  that 
it  should  be  a  wise  economy,  and  that  all  reasonable 
demands,  whether  for  increase  of  salary  to  enable  us  to 
retain  the  services  of  superior  teachers,  or  for  im- 
provements in  school  accommodations,  should  be  cheer- 
fully complied  with. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


LUCIAN  DRURY,  \ 

IVORY  EMMONS,        }  Committee. 

LAVINIA  HAYFORD,  ) 
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SCHEDULE  OF  SCHOOLS,  1875-76. 


Schools. 


Grammar. 


No.  of  Pupils. 

.   .  116  . 


First  Intermediate   41  . 

Pine  Street  Intermediate.    .  27  . 

Beach   57  . 

Farms   40  . 

Essex  Street.   20  . 

First  Primary   53  . 

Pine  Street  Primary.  ...  39  . 

393 


Teachers. 

S.  W.  Clarke,  A.M. 
E.  J.  Hadley.  .  . 
Emma  F.  Adams. 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Larkin 
Kate  Commerfbrd 
Sarah  Palmer.  . 
M.  Etta  Hey  born. 
Charlotte  F.  Mott 
Abbie  M.  Mott.  . 


Salary 

$1,200 
450 
450 
450 
450 
450 
450 
450 
450 

$4,800 


> 
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STATISTICS  OF  SCHOOLS.  1875-76. 


TERMS. 

Grammar. 

First  Intermediate. 

Pine  Street 
Intermediate. 

Beach. 

Farms. 

Essex  Street. 

First  Primary. 

Piue  St.  Primary. 

Total. 

116 

41 

27 

53 

36 

20 

37 

32 

362 

Summer 

78 

40 

26 

48 

40 

18 

46 

33 

329 

Fall  .  . 

85 

36 

25 

56 

38 

18 

52 

39 

349 

Winter  . 

84 

41 

25 

57 

36 

18 

53 

37 

351 

Serin  o*  . 

99 

39 

24 

36 

23 

17 

31 

28 

297 

Summer 

64 

35 

21 

35 

30 

17 

40 

28 

270 

Fall  .  . 

71 

30 

20 

50 

33 

16 

45 

30 

295 

Winter  . 

72 

37 

20 

51 

31 

17 

46 

28 

302 

Spring  . 

85 

95 

89 

68 

67 

85 

84 

87 

82 

Summer 

82 

87 

81 

73 

82 

94 

87 

86 

82' 

Fall  .  . 

84 

83 

80 

90 

87 

84 

86 

77 

83 

Winter  . 

85 

90 

80 

90 

86 

94 

87 

76 

86 

over  fifteen  years  of  age  . 

.  26 

c 

6  i 

•&  £ 
1-1 


CD 

cd  o 
CO  3 

2-1  j 

»    53  ^ 

>  CD 


0  ) 

CD  < 

u  a  \ 
u  3 

CD  +-> 

Ph  < 
Scholars 
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Regulations  for  the  Public  Schools. 


Section  1 .  The  morning  session  shall  begin  at  nine  and  end  at 
twelve  o'clock.  The  afternoon  session  shall  begin  at  half-past  one 
and  end  at  four  o'clock. 

Sect.  2.  Teachers  must  be  at  their  school-rooms  fifteen  minutes, 
and  in  stormy  or  cold  weather,  twenty  minutes  before  school  time. 

Sect.  3.  Teachers  must  not  dismiss  their  schools  before  the 
specified  time,  nor  change  the  school  hours,  except  by  permission 
of  the  Committee. 

Sect.  4.  The  Principal  of  the  Grammar  School  shall  have  power 
of  discipline  over  all  the  scholars  in  the  building  outside  of  the  school- 
rooms. 

Sect.  5.  There  shall  be  a  recess  of  not  less  than  ten  minutes,  nor 
more  than  fifteen  minutes  each  half  day,  for  every  school ;  and  for 
each  Primary  School  there  may  be  an  extra  recess  each  half  day. 

Sect.  6.  The  morning  exercises  of  the  schools  shall  commence 
with  the  reading  of  the  Bible  ;  and  it  is  recommended  that  the  read- 
ing be  followed  by  some  devotional  service. 

Sect.  7.  A  written  excuse  must  be  brought  by  each  pupil  for 
tardiness,  or  dismission  before  the  close  of  the  school,  and  tardiness 
beyond  five  minutes  shall  be  considered  a  violation  of  school  disci- 
pline, and  shall  subject  the  delinquent  to  such  penalty  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  may  require. 

Sect.  8.  For  every  absence  the  scholar  shall  bring  a  written 
excuse  from  his  parent  or  guardian,  and  the  teacher  shall  ascertain 
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whether  the  absence  was  really  necessary  or  not ;  if  not,  the  teacher 
shall  make  a  record  of  the  absence.  If  any  scholar  shall  be  thus 
absent  unnecessarily  three  times  in  any  term,  then  the  teacher  shall 
give  notice  in  writing,  or  personally,  to  the  parent  or  guardian,  that 
if  the  scholar  is  absent  twice  more  he  must  be  expelled  from  the 
school.  If,  disregarding  this,  the  scholar  is  absent  five  times  in  one 
term,  he  shall  be  expelled,  and  shall  not  be  again  admitted  until 
the  parent  or  guardian  shall  obtain  from  the  Committee  a  written 
permit. 

Sect.  9.  When  a  pupil  is  absent  from  school  more  than  five  con- 
secutive school-days,  for  sickness  or  any  other  cause,  his  name  shall 
be  stricken  from  the  roll  of  the  school,  at  the  end  of  the  five  days, 
and  the  absence  in  all  such  cases  shall  be  recorded  while  the  name 
remains  upon  the  roll.  If  the  teacher  has  satisfactory  evidence  that 
the  absence  was  occasioned  by  sickness,  the  pupil  may  return  to 
school  without  a  written  permit  from  the  Committee. 

Sect.  10.  In  cases  of  continued  absence  from  school,  for  sickness 
or  other  cause,  if  the  pupil  be  unable,  in  the  opinion  of  the  teacher, 
to  keep  up  with  his  class,  such  pupil  may  be  kept  from  promotion, 
and  if  the  teacher  deems  it  best  for  the  pupil  or  for  the  school,  he 
may  be  dropped  to  the  next  lower  class,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Committee. 

Sect.  11.  Teachers  shall  exercise  a  kind  and  parental  discipline. 
Whenever  there  is  direct  and  violent  opposition  to  the  authority  of  the 
teacher,  or  continued  disobedience  in  a  pupil,  or  improper  interference 
of  parents,  such  as  to  render  the  pupil's  presence  and  example  per 
manently  injurious,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  teacher  to  report  such 
pupil  to  the  Committee,  who  alone  shall  have  power  to  expel  from 
school,  or  to  re-admit  when  evidence  is  given  of  repentance  ancl 
amendment. 

Sect.  12.  When  a  pupil  is  suspended  from  school  under  any  of 
these  Regulations,  his  name  shall  be  stricken  from  the  roll. 
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Sect.  13.  Scholars  shall  not  be  admitted  into  the  schools  until 
five  years  of  age,  nor  until  vaccinated,  nor  in  any  instance  without  a 
certificate  from  some  member  of  the  School  Committee. 

Sect.  14.  No  pupil  having  been  a  member  of  one  school,  shall  be 
admitted  into  another  without  previous  consent  of  the  Committee. 

Sect.  15.  Each  pupil  must  come  to  school  neat  in  person  and 
dress,  and  in  case  of  neglect  in  this  respect,  the  teacher  must  send 
him  home  to  be  properly  prepared  for  school. 

Sect.  16.  In  case  of  difficulty  in  the  discharge  of  their  official 
duties,  or  when  they  may  desire  any  temporary  indulgence,  the  in- 
structors shall  apply  to  the  Committee  for  advice  and  direction. 

Sect.  17.  No  studies  shall  be  pursued  in  any  of  the  schools,  nor 
any  text-books  used  or  introduced,  except  those  authorized  by  the 
Committee. 

Sect.  18.  Whenever  the  necessary  school-books  are  not  furnished 
by  the  parents  or  guardian,  on  the  written  request  of  the  teacher,  it 
shall  be  his  duty  to  send  such  pupil  with  a  written  order  to  the  town 
agent,  specifying  the  uame  of  the  book  required,  the  child's  name, 
and  the  parent's  or  guardian's  name. 

Sect.  19.  No  subscription  or  advertisement  shall  be  introduced 
into  any  public  school  without  the  consent  of  the  Committee. 

Sect.  20.  Any  damage  done  to  the  school-house,  grounds  or 
premises,  must  be  paid  for  by  the  parent  or  guardian  of  the  child  or 
children  doing  it.  The  General  Statutes  of  Massachusetts  provide 
that  all  such  wilful  and  wanton  damages  shall  be  punished  "  by  a  fine 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  jail  not 
exceeding  one  year." 

Sect.  21.  After  the  resignation  of  any  teacher  the  vacancy  shall 
be  filled  as  soon  as  possible,  but  the  annual  election  of  all  the  teachers 
shall  occur  during  the  mouth  of  February,  and  their  salaries  shall 
then  be  fixed. 
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Sect.  22.  Teachers  will  be  required  to  give  two  weeks*  notice  of 
intended  resignation,  and  on  failure  to  do  so,  the  bill  for  services 
of  such  teacher  shall  be  made  up  only  to  two  weeks  prior  to  the  time 
of  leaving.    All  teachers  shall  be  elected  with  this  condition. 

Sect.  23.  The  Statute  in  regard  to  the  faithful  keeping  of  the 
School  Register  shall  be  observed.  It  is  directed  that  this  Register 
be  kept  at  the  school-room  for  inspection  by  the  Committee.  At  the 
close  of  each  term  it  must  be  properly  filled  up  and  returned  to  the 
Committee,  before  the  teacher  can  be  entitled  to  receive  payment  for 
services. 

Sect.  24.  The  annual  examinations  of  the  public  schools  shall 
take  place  during  the  month  of  February, 

Approved  by  the  Committee., 

LAVINIA  HAYFORD,  Secretary. 
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CALENDAR. 

Spring  Term.  —  Commences  first  Monday  in  March,  and  ends 
Friday,  May  19. 

Summer  Term.  —  Commences  last  Monday  in  May,  and  ends 
Friday,  July  14. 

Fall  Term.  —  Commences  first  Monday  in  September,  and  ends 
Friday,  November  22. 

Winter  Term.  —  Commences  first  Monday  in  December,  and 
ends  Friday,  February  23. 


HOLIDAYS. 

The  following  Holidays  will  be  allowed,  viz :  — Saturdays,  Days 
of  Public  Fasting,  Fourth  of  July.  Thanksgiving  Day,  Christmas 
Day,  New  Year's  Day,  Twenty-second  of  February,  May-Day,  and 
one  day  (to  be  determined  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  teachers)  to 
attend  the  Essex  County  Teachers'  Convention.  No  change  in  the 
regular  days  of  keeping  school  is  to  be'  made,  without  previous  con- 
sultation with  the  Committee. 


SCHOOL  BOOKS. 
Reading.  —  Bible  ;  Monroe's  Readers. 

Mathematics.  —  Walton's  or    Eaton's  Written,    Intellectual,  and 
Primary  Arithmetic  ;  Greeuleaf's  Algebra  ;   Davis'  Geometry. 
Writing.  —  Duntonian  Copy  Books. 

Geography.  —  Warren's  Common  School ;  Warren's  Primary. 
History.  —  Campbell's  School  History. 
Grammar.  —  Greene's. 

Natural  Philosophy.  —  Rolfe  and  Gillet's  Elements. 
Physiology.  —  Cutter's  Elements. 


Baldwin 
Collection 

Does  Not 
Circulate 


1 

ill 

996  00 1 

LIBRARY 

